Town of East Hampton

Town Council Regular Meeting

Tuesday, November 24, 2015

East Hampton Town Hall Meeting Room/
Middle School Commons

MINUTES

Present: Chairperson Patience Anderson, Vice Chairman Ted Hintz, Council Members Pete Brown, Melissa Engel, Mark Philhower, Josh Piteo and Kevin Reich and Town Manager Michael Maniscalco

Call to order & Pledge of Allegiance

Chairperson Anderson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Meeting Room.  

Adoption of Agenda

A motion was made by Ms. Engel, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to adopt the agenda with the following changes: Add item 9b (Discussion of Inter-town Capital Equipment Purchasing Incentive Program Resolution).  Voted (7-0)

Due to the large number of attendees at the meeting, the meeting will move to the Middle School Commons following the Executive Session.

Executive Session

Pending Claims & Litigation

A motion was made by Ms. Engel, seconded by Mr. Piteo, to enter Executive Session at 6:32 p.m. inviting in Town Manager Michael Maniscalco and Town Attorney Richard Roberts.  Voted (7-0)
Executive Session ended at 6:50 p.m.

The meeting reconvened at 7:05 p.m. in the Middle School Commons.

Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to approve the minutes of the Town Council Organizational Meeting of November 4, 2015, the Regular Meeting of November 10, 2015, the Special Meeting of November 13, 2015 and the Special Meeting of November 17, 2015.  Voted (7-0)
Presentations

None  

Public Remarks

Bunny Simko, Long Hill Road, noted her disappointment that the Town Council and Board of Education ignored the voice of the voters when filling vacant seats on the elected boards.
Resolutions/Ordinances/Policies/Proclamations

Anti-Harassment Policy

Mr. Maniscalco reviewed the draft Anti-Harassment Policy.  He noted there was a need for a separate policy than what is currently in the employee handbook.  The policy presented is being used in another town. Council members asked that the Town Manager contact the town where it is currently being used to discuss its effectiveness.
Bids & Contracts

None

Continued Business

Discussion on Appointment to Board of Education
Chairperson Anderson provided a statement from the Town Council regarding the letters received from the Board of Education regarding the appointment to their board.  “The Town Council is in receipt of the two Board of Education letters. In response we respectfully disagree with their position and decline to adopt their resolution.  Additionally we are not willing to spend large sums of taxpayer dollars to litigate this matter. We believe the Town Council is the appropriate appointing authority under 6.4 of the Town Charter.  We believe it is more productive to address this issue through the charter revision process.”
Report Regarding Financial Condition of the Town and Discussion Related to Purchase of the Ladder Truck
Finance Director Jeff Jylkka provided an overview of the Financial Summary provided to Council members.  The summary will be included with the minutes filed in the Town Clerk’s Office.  
Council members discussed the financing of the ladder truck.  The Board of Finance had recommended the truck be acquired through a lease-purchase agreement for a 10 year period.  Discussion included the need for the truck to go out to bid, other options for purchase including using funds in capital, funds in the Fire Department budget and the debt sinking fund and the issue of agreeing that the truck needs to be acquired but disagreeing on the financing.
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Ms. Engel, to support the Fire Department’s purchase of the Pierce ladder truck for $850,000 using $50,000 from capital, $50,000 from the Fire Department repairs budget and up to $750,000 from the debt sinking fund in order to take advantage of a 2% discount and to send the approval to a Town Meeting on Monday, December 21, 2015. Voted (5-2) Mrs. Anderson, Mr. Hintz, Ms. Engel, Mr. Philhower and Mr. Piteo in favor; Mr. Brown and Mr. Reich against.
Report from Town Manager Re: Charter Revision Process

Mr. Maniscalco presented two draft resolutions for the Charter Revision process.  The first would be to commence action to amend the Charter.  The second would need to be approved within 30 days of the approval of the first resolution.  The second resolution would name the members and specify the charges of the commission. 
A motion was made by Ms. Engel, seconded by Mr. Hintz, to table the approval of the resolution until the December 8th meeting.  Voted (7-0)

Top 3 Priorities from each Council Member

Chairperson Anderson noted that she received all of the priorities from the other Council members.  The priorities included budget, facilities and infrastructure, Center School, water system and the lake.  The priorities will be put together in a more organized document for distribution.

Town Council Bylaws

Mr. Maniscalco reviewed the draft Town Council By-Laws.  Mrs. Anderson, Mr. Philhower and Mr. Reich are the members of the By-Laws Sub-Committee. The draft will be thoroughly reviewed by the sub-committee and brought back to a future meeting for approval. 
New Business

Approval of 2016 Meeting Dates
A motion was made by Ms. Engel, seconded by Mr. Hintz, to approve the 2016 meeting dates.  Voted (7-0)
End of Year Transfer
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to transfer funds in the amount of $391.00 from Public Library-Communications account 01680681-5530 to Town Hall Annex-Communications account 01050000-5530.  Voted (7-0)
Town Manager Report

Position Updates

Parks & Recreation Director:  A preliminary offer of employment has been made to a final candidate.  We are now in the process of a background check, drug screening and pre-employment physical.  Once all are completed the candidate will be introduced to Council.
Assistant Finance Director:  This position closed on November 16th.  A pool of qualified applicants are being given the civil service exam prior to the first round of interviews.
Building Official:  An offer will be made to a final candidate this week.
Planning & Zoning Official:  Qualified candidates are being evaluated.
Update on Road Paving
Drainage continues on Oakum Dock Road.  Raymond Road, Old Depot Hill and Long Crossing are scheduled for paving on November 23rd.  In house paving has concluded for the season and driveway aprons and topsoil are being finished.  Since July 1st, Public Works has installed approximately 2029 tons of asphalt.
Water Development Task Force Request for Expression of Interest (RFEI)
The Water Development Task Force has been working on the RFEI to seek a public private partnership potential for providing water to the residents of East Hampton.  During the previous Council the idea of developing the RFEI was approved and requested the completed document come back to Town Council for approval.  The document is complete and provided to Council for their questions and feedback prior to approval.
Other:

The grant writer is working on the STEAP grant related to the O’Neill Lane property.

The Ghost Run was successful with approximately 400 people participating.

Park & Rec is winterizing the park and equipment.

The sanitary survey for Fire House #1 was sent out today.

The Town Hall will be closed for the Thanksgiving holiday on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.

Appointments

None
Tax Refunds

A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Ms. Engel to approve tax refunds in the amount of $1,099.91.  Voted (7-0) 

Public Remarks

Greg Voelker, Fire Chief, thanked the Council for their support on the ladder truck.
Mike Bloch, 31 Cone Road, commented on the number of members for the Charter Revision Commission, recommending 7.  This would allow 2 members that currently hold public office.  There were questions on the last commission of 5 members as to how many public officials could be on the commission.

Communications, Correspondence & Announcements

Ms. Engel noted there are no yellow lines on Lake Drive.
Adjournment
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 p.m.  Voted (7-0)
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Sirois
Recording Clerk
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